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July / August 2019 Newsletter 

Dear Parents and Families, 

Welcome back to pre-school following the 

recent holiday break.  The team have spent 

these non-teaching weeks working on 

children’s developmental portfolio documents 

and we are ready to issue portfolios Week 3 

for parent input to goal setting process.  

Portfolio documents will be sent home 

overnight and must be returned the following 

day. 

Staff News 

This term, Natalie Brown has joined our 

teaching team as our new trainee.  Natalie 

has replaced Sarah Barrie, who is currently 

backpacking around Europe.  Natalie is 

working in the Dolphin Room for the 

remainder of the year and will be undertaking 

Certificate III in Children’s Services.  Natalie 

lives locally and attended both Berkeley Vale 

and The Entrance high schools.  Please join 

us in welcoming Natalie to our service.  

Be You & Beyond Blue 

During the non-teaching weeks, 4 educators 

on staff obtained accredited qualifications in 

Mental Health First Aid.  The mental health 

and wellbeing of our children, families, fellow 

team members and the wider community is 

extremely important. 

We need to normalise mental illness, as 1 in 

5 people will live with mental illness in their 

lifetime.  Mental illness is no different to 

someone who may live with a chronic illness 

or disease and they deserve the same 

compassion, understanding and hope that 

they can and will recover.  If you, or someone 

you know is requiring support or assistance 

visit www.beyondblue.org.au; Lifeline 13 11 

14 or a member of our team. 

 

26 Kareelah Ave 

Berkeley Vale NSW 

Phone: 4388 4481 

Fax: 4388 4149 

What’s Coming Up? 

• Monday, 5th August to 

Friday, 9th – Superhero 

Week – raising funds for 

Bear Cottage 

 

• Monday, 26th August to 

Friday, 30 August – 

Father’s Day stall 

 

• Wednesday, 28th August 

– Father’s Day Afternoon 

tea – 3:15pm to 4pm 

 

mailto:admin@bvalepreschool.org.au
http://www.beyondblue.org.au/
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Collecting Loose Parts & Community Area 

Thank you to everyone who has been 

contributing to our collection of loose parts 

that we have established at our front entry 

way.   

At the end of last term, you may have noticed 

a basket of lemons that were free to take.  

We would like to continue to encourage this 

area as a space in which we can share items, 

re-use collectable resources. 

National Quality Framework and Quality 

Improvement Plan 

Attached to this newsletter is some 

information that relates to helping families 

better understand the National Quality 

Framework and how we, as a service, self-

assess in accordance with the National 

Quality Standards.  There are 7 key 

standards that we continually implement and 

must review our practices as an on-going 

cycle of Quality Improvement. 

Over the coming months, we will be sharing 

our Quality Improvement Plan and 

Philosophy document for families to review 

and gain their input.  A collection of surveys 

will be issued via Survey Monkey as a means 

of engaging parents to share their views and 

comments.  We thank you in advance, for 

your participation and input into this process.  

 

Many thanks, 

Colleen Templeton and the Berkeley Vale 

Pre-school team 

  

GETTING TO KNOW US 

This month we are getting to know Bec 

Knebel who works in the Dolphin Room every 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Tell us a little about yourself… 

I’m married to Jim and have 2 children, a boy, 

Hemi aged 16 and a girl, Miya aged 11.  I 

was born at Gosford Hospital and grew up at 

Tumbi Umbi.  Pretty sad, I know I haven’t 

moved far. 

What do you do when you’re not at pre-

school? 

I’m running my children around everywhere. 

What’s your favourite meal? 

Nasi Goreng from Bistro Jinja – Try it! 

Favourite pre-school moment?  

Being called “Cranky Bec” and watching the 

children grow up and go to “big school” and 

then they call out “Hello Cranky Bec” across 

the playground.  I love it! 
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