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April 2018 Newsletter 

Dear Parents and Families, 

Welcome to our final newsletter for Term 1, 

which is late due to computer problems last 

week following the massive electrical storm.  

It has been such a busy first term and the 

Easter long weekend was a great break to tie 

us over to the up-coming school holiday 

break.  Let us hope this great weather 

continues! 

2018 Management Committee 

On 14th March, we held our Annual General 

Meeting.  I would like to extend my gratitude 

to the team members and parents that 

attended this meeting.  Our President, 

Thomas McConaghey, Treasurer, Michelle 

Sweeney and I presented at the meeting on 

specific events that occurred during 2017.  At 

the AGM, we also heard from the pre-

school’s accountant, Simon Mulqueeny from 

DSR Partners who shared his views about 

our services’ financial position and future 

considerations. 

We are pleased to announce that a newly 

elected Management Committee has been 

formed: 

President – Thomas McConaghey 

Vice President – Vacant position 

Treasurer – Mary Mageean-Lee 

Secretary – Vacant position 

General Members include: 

 Sonya Cheng 

 Tammy De Bono 

26 Kareelah Ave 

Berkeley Vale NSW 

Phone: 4388 4481 

Fax: 4388 4149 

What is Coming Up? 

 Wednesday, 11th April – 

7:15pm - Committee Meeting 

 

 Friday, 13th April – Last day 

of term 

 

 Monday, 30th April – Pre-

school re-opens 

 

 Monday, 8th May to Friday, 

12th May – Mother’s Day Stall 

 

 Tuesday, 8th May – Mother’s 

Day Concert 

 

 Thursday, 10th May – 

Mother’s Day Concert 
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Staff News 

I would like to acknowledge and congratulate 

a number of staff members who have 

celebrated their work anniversaries in the 

past 6 months.   

Bec Knebel – 10 years of service 

Alison Dimarco – 5 years of service 

Lyn Piefke – 15 years of service 

Sonja Denniss – 25 years of service – wow! 

Kristy Moore – 5 years of service 

 

Long standing staff members and the ability 

to retain educators is a wonderful reflection of 

what a great place Berkeley Vale Pre-school 

is for children, families and educators alike. 

 

Mother’s Day celebrations and stall 

Please ensure you add our Mother’s Day 

concert dates to your calendar.  Further 

information will be issued shortly, and concert 

dates are as follows: 

Tuesday, 8th May and 

Thursday, 10th May 

During the week commencing Monday, 7th 

May to Friday, 11th May children will be able 

to visit our Mother’s Day stall to purchase a 

gift for their mum.  A note will also be issued 

shortly. 

Fees and Electronic Funds Transfer 

Please ensure that all fees are up to date and 

finalised by the end of term, Friday, 13th April.  

Please be aware that children will not be 

accepted for the start of Term 2, if fees are 

still outstanding and your child’s position will 

be terminated.  We thank you for your co-

operation and assistance in this regard. 

What is happening in our pre-school 

rooms? 

The educators have been working on 

numerous aspects of all children’s 

development during the term.  However, we 

felt we would like to share some key 

information that relates to children’s fine 

motor development relating to scissor and 

pencil grips. 

Attached to this newsletter is valuable 

information and we encourage you to read 

and reinforce when your children are 

engaged in these experiences at home.  

These skills are extremely important to 

develop in preparation for transitioning to 

school so that they can complete tasks 

independently. 

Kind regards, 

 

Colleen Templeton and the Berkeley Vale 

Pre-school team 

GETTING TO KNOW US 

This month we are getting to know Colleen 

Templeton, our Nominated Supervisor / 

Director who works Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Thursday. 

Tell us a little about yourself… 

I have two children, Bronte aged 11 and Kai 

aged 8.  My third child, oops, husband and I 

live locally in Berkeley Vale, and we moved to 

the sunny Central Coast back in 2000 having 

lived in Sydney. 

What do you do when you are not at pre-

school? 

Well apart from doing all the things at home 

that the fairies have not done for me!   I 

spend my time attending my daughter’s horse 

riding lessons, gymnastics, and my son’s 

soccer commitments.  My family love going to 

beach during the summer months, catching 

up with friends and family, and I play indoor 

netball once a week after a 15-year break! 
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What is your favourite meal? 

I love a Thai meal with a glass of 

Marlborough Sauvignon Blanc. 

Favourite pre-school moment? 

Well after 13 years at this pre-school there 

are far too many to mention.  However, I just 

love listening to children share their stories, 

and really, value conversations I have with 

families each week. 
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