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Berkeley Vale Pre-school Kindergarten Inc 

 “Your Community Pre-school” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Living, Learning and Growing” 
 

ABN 77 641 023 678                                               Email: admin@bvalepreschool.org.au 

 

October 2016 Newsletter 

 

Dear Parents and families, 

 

Welcome back to pre-school following our recent 
school holiday break.  The children have settled 
straight back into their familiar learning 
environment and eager to catch up with friends 
and educators.   
 
Pre-school Photos  
Photos, and payment envelopes, are now 
available in the office.  Photos can also be viewed 
on-line using the password: ABB20kindy. 
 
There is no obligation to purchase all or any of 
the photos, and if you have any further questions 
please see Kathy or myself in the office. 
 
2017 Pre-school Fees 
On 14 September 2016, the NSW Premier Mike 
Baird and the Minister for Early Childhood 
Education Leslie Williams announced the Start 
Strong funding reform program.  The Start Strong 
funding is placing a strong emphasis on pre-
school aged children attending 600 hours of pre-
school per year.   
 
So how does this affect Berkeley Vale Pre-
school? 
 
For a child to achieve 600 hours of pre-school, 
they need to attend 3 days per week and pre- 
school attracts 100% funding from the 
Department for their enrolment (if they are aged 4 
and 5 years).  If a child is enrolled for 2 days per 
week, they won’t achieve the 600 hours, and pre-
school receives 50% funding.  Pre-school 
continues to receive no funding for children aged 

3 years, unless their family is in possession of a 
Health Care Card, or are of Indigenous heritage. 
 
As a result, our fees are set as follows: 
 
3 years old    $42 per day 
4 and 5 years    $34 per day 
3rd day for 4 and 5 years   $24 for 3rd day 
 
A reduced fee is provided to those families who 
can provide a Health Care Card or Pension 
Concession Card. 
 

26 Kareelah Ave 

Berkeley Vale NSW 

Phone: 4388 4481 

Fax: 4388 4149 

What’s Coming 

Up? 

 Committee 

Meeting – 

Thursday, 27th 

October 2016 

starting at 

7:15pm 

 

 Last day to 

purchase photos 

– Friday, 28th 

October 
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If you are interested in your child attending a 3rd 
day of pre-school for 2017, please contact Kathy 
or Colleen as soon as possible as there are 
limited places.   
 
2017 – Enrolment Packs 
All re-enrolling children and families are asked to 
collect their enrolment packs from the office.  We 
ask that they are returned as soon as they are 
completed, so that they don’t get misplaced at 
home.  We thank you for your assistance in this 
regard. 
 
Food packaging at pre-school 
During the week we have been collecting all the 
rubbish and food packaging materials that we 
have brought into pre-school.  It has been 
astounding the amount of waste we have created 
in one week!!  We have received some fantastic 
feedback from families who have indicated that 
they are really starting to think about how they 
send their child’s food items. 
 
We are all short on time and often the pre-packed 
food items are the easy option.  But at a high 
cost!  Not only do these individual packaged 
items costs more, they are also producing a 
massive amount of landfill.   
 
We ask that all families start sending sandwiches, 
yoghurt and other food items in re-usable 
containers.  The children are being educated 
about the importance of reducing the amount of 
food packaging and the impact this has on our 
environments and this supports our sustainability 
policy. 
 
PS.  Don’t forget to pack fresh fruit.  We are 
seeing lots of children coming to pre-school with 
no fruit at all.   
 
Henny Penny Hatching 
Both pre-school rooms will welcome incubators, 
eggs and chickens to the learning environments 
this week.  After the 2 weeks, if any families 
would like to take some baby chickens to keep, 
please see a member of our team.   
 

Kind regards,  

 

 

Colleen Templeton  

GETTING TO KNOW US 

 

This month we are getting to know Cathy Mace.. 

 

Tell us a little about yourself … 

I live in Berkeley Vale with my husband and two 

sons, both attended pre-school here.  I have 

worked at Berkeley Vale Pre-school since my 

youngest son started school ??? years ago. 

 

What do you do when you’re not a pre-school? 

 Relax and spend time with my husband, 

friends and family 

 Shop 

 Holiday 

 

What’s your favourite meal? 

Anything I don’t have to cook.  I really enjoy 

authentic Italian food – along with a nice glass of 

wine. 

 

What is your favourite pre-school moment? 

Watching the children develop from the time they 

start to when they leave as mature confident 

learners – ready for big school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nominated Supervisor 


