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November 2016 Newsletter 

Dear Parents and families, 

Welcome to our latest newsletter which finds 

us at an extremely busy time of year, with 

only 5 weeks of pre-school before we take 

our Christmas holiday break. 

Start Strong Pre-school Funding 

If your child is only enrolled for a two-day 

program in 2017, we strongly encourage you 

to consider a 3rd day, for a reduced fee.  We 

need as many children as possible to pick up 

a third day so that we can gain maximum 

funding from the NSW Government, which in 

turn ensures that we can offer families the 

most affordable fees.  If you would like to 

discuss this further, please see Kathy or 

Colleen in the office. 

End of year statements 

Please be advised that end of year fee 

statements will be sent out this week.  

Families will be issued with specific deadlines 

to finalise payments and we thank you for 

your co-operation in this regard.  

Staff News 

It is with great sadness that we will be 

farewelling, Kathy Torley, our Administration 

Officer in the new year.  Kathy and her 

husband have built a brand new home up 

north and will be moving during late 

November.  Kathy will continue to work at 

pre-school during December and will be 

involved in the recruitment process for our 

new Administration Officer.  Kathy will return 

to pre-school in the new year to train our new 

employee, and Kathy’s final day of work will 

be Friday, 10th February 2017.  Kathy has 

worked at our service for 18 years, and prior 

to this held a position on the Management 
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What’s Coming Up? 

 Thursday, 24th November 

– Management 

Committee Meeting – 

7:15pm 

 Tuesday, 13th December 

– Christmas Concert day 

- 11:30am start 

 Wednesday, 14th 

December – Pizza day 

 Thursday, 15th December 

– Christmas Concert day 

– 11:30am start 

 Friday, 16th December – 

Last day of pre-school 
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Committee whilst her boys attended pre-

school.   This is such an exciting time for 

Kathy and her husband and we wish her all 

the very best in the next chapter of her life. 

We are in the process of recruiting for our 

2017 Trainee and Administration Officer, and 

as soon as these individuals have been 

appointed, we will advise families 

accordingly.  

Book Club – end of year 

If you would like to receive the last Book Club 

catalogue for the year, please see Kathy or 

Colleen in the office. 

End of year Christmas Concert dates & 

Pizza day 

We ask families to take note of our end of 

year celebrations as outlined below: 

 Tuesday, 13th December – Christmas 

Concert – start time 11:30am 

 Wednesday, 14th December – Pizza 

day 

 Thursday, 15th December – Christmas 

Concert – start time 11:30am 

More detailed notices will be sent home in the 

future, however please add these dates to 

your calendar. 

Donations of Tissues boxes 

We are in urgent need of tissues so that 

children and educators can access them 

freely within the rooms. If families could 

provide a donation it will be greatly accepted.  

Sustainable practices and reducing waste 

Families will be aware that we recently 

conducted a waste audit and collected all the 

rubbish and waste that we bring to pre-school 

over the week.  It certainly got us all thinking 

about the way we purchase and package our 

children’s lunches, and our own!!    

We have sourced a number of websites 

where re-usable sandwich, yoghurt and lunch 

packaging can be purchased, which could 

make practical and useful gifts for Christmas 

presents.  We hope this is a helpful resource. 

www.wrapmat.com  

 

www.limetreekids.com.au  

 

If you find other sources, please feel free to 

drop me a line, so that I can share these with 

other families. 

Kind regards, 

 

 

Colleen Templeton and the Berkeley Vale 

Pre-school team 
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GETTING TO KNOW US 

This month we’re getting to know Trish 

O’Hagan who works Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Thursday and Friday within both Rainbow 

and Dolphin Rooms. 

Tell us a little about yourself… 

My husband, Mark and I have been married 

for 24 years and have 3 grown up children, 

Emma 20, Shaylee 19 and Brendan who just 

turned 18 years. 

What do you do when you’re not at pre-

school? 

I love spending time with family and friends. 

What’s your favourite meal? 

I love going out for dinner.  My favourite place 

is Lygon Street in Melbourne.  I don’t go there 

very often so a good BBQ at home with my 

family and friends is always nice. 

Favourite pre-school moment? 

I really enjoy tending to the pre-school 

vegetable garden and love it when the 

children greet me upon arrival, dragging me 

to the veggie patch to check on the progress 

of what we are growing at the time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


