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May 2016 Newsletter 

 

Dear Parents and families, 

Welcome back following our recent school 

holiday break.  We trust that everyone has 

enjoyed the break, spending quality time with 

children, family and friends.  Our team of 

educators are also well rested, some more 

than others, and ready for another busy 

term!! 

Transition to winter program 

At the commencement of Term 2, we would 

typically start each morning indoors as it is 

often colder and our winter program is 

followed.  We then play outdoors from 11:30 

to 1pm when the weather is warmer.  As we 

are experiencing unusually warmer weather 

the team have decided that we will continue 

to start each morning outdoors, yet also offer 

children the choice to begin their day within 

the Rainbow Room, if they would prefer.  This 

option is already proving to be very popular 

with many children.    

Please remember to continue to pack an 

approved hat, as we always wear our hats 

during outdoor play in accordance with our 

Sun Protection policy.  We would also 

encourage parents to pack a jumper or 

hoodie within their bags in the event that the 

weather turns cooler.   

Mother’s Day Concerts 

It was wonderful to see so many mums, 

grandmothers and nans, who were able to 

attend our recent Mother’s Day concerts.  

Special thanks to the team for preparing the 

children so well to sing all those beautiful 

songs and organising the creation of all those 

gorgeous handmade Mother’s Day gifts.  The 

list of songs sung included: 
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What’s Coming Up? 

15
th

 May to 21
st

 May – National 

Families Week 

Thursday, 26
th

 May – Committee 

Meeting – 7:15pm 

Monday, 23
rd

 May to Friday, 27
th

 

May – Crazy Hair Week – raising 

money for Cystic Fibrosis 
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 Fungi Alafia – traditional Welcoming 

song from Ghana 

 I want someone to buy me a pony 

 One Little Finger 

 Heads, Shoulders Baby 1, 2, 3 and 

 Skiddamarink 

I’m sure if you ask your child to sing these to 

you they would gladly perform!! 

I would also like to thank our Management 

Committee for organising our Mother’s Day 

stall.  Special thanks to those Mums who ran 

the stall each morning, taking children in the 

library to do their special shopping for mum. 

Wishing all our mums, grandmothers, nans 

and special females in our lives a fabulous 

Mother’s Day and we hope you get 

thoroughly spoilt. 

Staff News 

From Monday, 9th May to Friday, 20th May, 

Lea Johnson, an educator from the Rainbow 

Room will be on Long Service Leave.  Lucky 

girl!!  In Lea’s absence, Lyn Piefke will be 

working Monday to Friday in the Rainbow 

Room.  Trish O’Hagan will fill in Lyn’s role 

she normally holds within the Dolphin Room 

and we will see last year’s trainee, Kirsten 

Porter working in the Dolphin Room, Tuesday 

and Wednesday, and Thursday and Friday in 

the Rainbow Room. 

Parent Communication 

If you have provided us your e-mail address, 

you will receive your fee receipts and monthly 

newsletters this way.  If you no longer wish to 

receive these via e-mail, please advise Kathy 

or Colleen in the office.  All other important 

notices and Book Club catalogues are placed 

in your individual parent communication 

pockets.  Please clear these out weekly.  The 

pre-school website is also up-dated each 

Friday afternoon with up-coming events for 

the following week and we encourage parents 

to visit this if you have misplaced your 

newsletter.  Remember our website is 

www.bvalepreschool.org.au. 

Good Bite – Nutrition information 

Attached to this newsletter are 2 articles 

relating to child health and nutrition.  They 

provide useful information on the types of 

good food sources that contain iodine and 

calcium which are essential for developing 

bodies.  Happy reading! 

Assessment and Rating visit 

At the time of print, we have still yet to be 

advised of our date for Assessment and 

Rating visit, which will occur sometime during 

May. 

Please remember that we would love to 

receive written feedback from parents, about 

our pre-school program or service, so that we 

can share these with the Department of 

Education and Communities Officer.   

GETTING TO KNOW US 

This month we’re getting to know Lea 

Johnson who works in the Rainbow, Monday 

to Friday. 

Tell us a little about yourself… 

I have been married for 18 years to my 

husband, Adam.  We love planning overseas 

trips, and we are about to embark on our 3rd 

trip to Hawaii. 

What do you do when you’re not at pre-

school? 

I love to be outdoors walking my dogs, 

swimming at the beach or playing Ukulele or 

drums with the Central Coast Ukulele club. 

What’s your favourite meal? 

Anything I don’t have to cook or clean up, but 

you can’t beat a home-made pizza... 
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Favourite pre-school moment? 

Is when a child shares a cuddle or a special 

story with me … and when Friday afternoon 

arrives at the end of the week... yeah!! 

 

 

What’s been happening in the 
Rainbow room? 

Over the last 2 weeks the team have focused 
their attention on talking with children about 
their mums.  Children shared what they love 
to do with their mums, what they look like and 
what they might do on Mother’s Day.  Over 
the coming weeks educators will explore and 
reinforce concepts such as shapes, colours, 
and numbers via a sea and ocean project 

What’s been happening in the 
Dolphin room? 

The space project has now concluded.  
Children and educators have also been 
spending time discussing mums via stories, 
paintings and drawings.  Over the non-
teaching weeks educators have closely 
examined parent goals, together with 
children’s interests.  This will now form the 
basis of our program over the coming weeks.  
During last term educators identified 

children’s growing interests and skills in 
emerging literacy and numeracy concepts 
and this too will be fostered within the 
learning environment this term. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this 
month’s newsletter and kind regards, 

 

 

 

 

Colleen Templeton and the Berkeley Vale 
Pre-school team 
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