
1  

 

                         Berkeley Vale Pre-school Kindergarten Inc 

                                    “Your Community Pre-school” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                  “Living, Learning and Growing” 
 

                                                   March 2016 - Newsletter

Dear Parents and families, 

Welcome to our latest pre-school newsletter 

which sees us already half way through Term 

One.  How time flies when we are having 

fun!! 

Helpful hints 

 Please remember that morning tea 

needs to be placed in the “blue” 

morning tea boxes each morning.  

Morning tea items might include: 

o Fruit or veggie sticks plus 

crackers, cheese, pikelets, 

pretzels, half a sandwich or hot 

cross bun, to name a few.  

Yoghurt or meat based 

sandwiches are lunch time 

items only. 

 Lunch boxes and drink bottles need to 

be placed at the front of the lockers, in 

front of pre-school bags, so that 

children can access these themselves. 

 Encourage your child to help with this 

process each morning so that they 

become more independent and know 

where their belongings are. 

Thank you so much for your assistance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual General Meeting 

Our pre-school’s Annual General Meeting is 

scheduled for Wednesday, 16th March and 

will commence at 7pm.  We have a number of 

out-going positions that will need to be filled 

at this meeting.  Positions up for nomination 

include:     

 President                      

 Vice President 

 Treasurer 

26 Kareelah Ave 

Berkeley Vale NSW 

ABN 77 641 023 678 

T: 02 4388 4481 

E: admin@bvalepreschool.org.au 

W: www.bvalepreschool.org.au  

F: 02 4388 4149 

What’s Coming Up? 

Wednesday, 16
th

 March – 

Annual General Meeting – 

7pm start 

Friday, 25
th

 March – Good 

Friday – Pre-school closed 

Monday, 28
th

 March – Easter 

Monday – Pre-school closed 

Friday, 8
th

 April – Last day 

of term 
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 Secretary                       

 Fundraising Committee members and 

 General members  

 

Our Management Committee meetings are 

very relaxed and informal.   Parents bring a 

wealth of expertise to our service that can 

support the management of the pre-school.  If 

you would like further information about any 

of these roles, or would like to nominate 

someone, please see Kathy or myself, in the 

office.  I am also able to put you in contact 

with existing Committee Members who would 

be happy to discuss roles and responsibilities 

further. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harmony Day / Easter Week 

Harmony Day will be on Monday, 21st March 

and coincides with the week leading up to 

Easter.  Families are encouraged to share 

some aspect of their cultural background with 

our service during this week.  It may be 

simply by bringing in a special artefact, song, 

story, a special recipe, or clothing that is 

specific to your cultural background or how 

your family celebrates Easter.  Harmony Day 

is all about celebrating the cultural diversity 

within our community.  Educators will plan 

experiences to support children’s learning 

around these celebrations too. 

Current Vacancies 

We currently have 3 vacancies in the Dolphin 

room for children born in 2011.  If you know 

any families seeking a pre-school placement, 

please encourage them to drop in to see 

Kathy or myself, or telephone 4388 4481 and 

we can assist them further.  In addition, if you 

have younger siblings, please visit or 

telephone the office, so that we can place 

your younger child on the waiting list. 

At this stage, we can also offer occasional 

care days for any enrolled child, in the event 

that families may need an extra day of pre-

school.  Again, please see Kathy or myself in 

the office. 

Staff News 

During the last 3 weeks of term, in late 

March, Bec Knebel, our Monday to 

Wednesday educator in the Dolphin room, 

will be absent due to surgery.  In her 

absence, Lyn Piefke and Alison Dimarco will 

step into Bec’s role.   Both Lyn and Alison 

already work in the Dolphin Room and we 

trust Bec’s absence will cause minimal 

disruption but I’m certain the children will be 

missing her!!! 

Low income Health Care Cards / 

Concession Cards 

If your family is in possession of a low income 

or concession card, please see Kathy or 

myself in the office as you may be eligible for 

a reduced fee. 

Parent Communication Pockets 

Do you know where your communication 

pocket is located?  If you are not aware, 

please see any member of our team and they 

will be more than happy to guide you. 

Donations – tissues & paper for craft 

We would greatly appreciate donations of 

boxes of tissue that will be placed in the pre-

school rooms or outdoor environments so 

that children can wipe their noses, or tears 

when necessary.  In addition, we would also 
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appreciate paper for craft.  We thank you in 

advance for your kind donation. 

What’s been happening in the Rainbow 

Room? 

Children have been engaging in various 

aspects of the pre-school program.  However, 

educators have been focusing their attention 

on helping children develop their self-help 

skills and gaining increased independence 

within the environment.  Children have been 

working on following directions, learning how 

to share play resources and taking turns, and 

learning what their responsibilities are at 

group time experiences and assisting with 

packing away.  They have also been playing 

lots of games to help children learn the 

names of their peers and educators. 

What’s been happening in the Dolphin 

Room? 

Many children have joined the Dolphin room 

with already established relationships with 

known peers.  However, educators have 

been working with all children talking about 

“friends”, and what children could do to be a 

nice friend to others.  Educators have been 

closely observing children and identifying 

those children who fine motor skills such as 

scissor grip and pencil grasps require further 

strengthening and refinement.  Through our 

play based program and strong emphasis on 

literacy skills, a wide variety of experiences 

have been provided to enhance fine motor 

development. Educators have also been very 

impressed with how children are displaying 

good group time listening skills during formal 

story time and music groups. 

Finally, please remember that no question is 

ever a silly question and we welcome your 

input so feel free to talk to any member of our 

team. 

 

 

Best wishes, 

Colleen Templeton and the Berkeley Vale 

Pre-school team 

GETTING TO KNOW US 

This month we’re getting to know Bec Knebel 

who works in the Dolphin Room, Monday, 

Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Tell us a little about yourself… 

I’m married to Jim and have 2 children a boy 

Hemi aged 12 and a girl, Miya, 7 and I have 

lived on the Central Coast all my life, growing 

up at Tumbi Umbi.  I haven’t moved far, pretty 

sad I know! 

What do you do when you’re not at pre-

school? 

When I’m not at pre-school, I’m running my 

children around everywhere and helping at 

“big school”. 

What’s your favourite meal? 

Nasi Goreng from Bistro Jinja – Try it! 

Your favourite pre-school moment? 

Being called “Cranky Bec” and watching the 

children grow up and go to ‘big school”.  

Once at “big school” children still call out 

“Hello Cranky Bec” across the playground.  I 

love it!                


