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April 2016 Newsletter 

Dear Parents and families, 

Welcome to our final newsletter for Term 1.  

We trust that everyone had an enjoyable 

Easter long weekend, and now also have the 

two week school holiday break to enjoy. 

2016 Management Committee 

On 16th March we held our Annual General 

Meeting.  I would like to extend my thanks to 

the team and 5 parents that attended this 

meeting.  Our President, Thomas, Treasurer, 

Margaret and I presented at the meeting on 

specific events that occurred during 2015.  

These reports will be made available for 

parents to read upon our pre-school website.  

I encourage you to take the time to read the 

many comments and information that was 

shared at this meeting.  I would also like to 

thank our newly elected Management 

Committee who has been appointed to 

following roles: 

President – Thomas McConaghey 

Vice President – Lisa Booth 

Treasurer – Margaret Brozinski 

Secretary – Vacant position 

General Members –  

 Sonya Cheng 

 Kaarin Adams 

 Melanie Clift 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 

28th April at 7:15pm and all parents are very 

welcome to attend. 

26 Kareelah Ave 

Berkeley Vale NSW 

Phone: 4388 4481 

Fax: 4388 4149 

What’s Coming Up? 

 Friday, 8
th

 April – Last 

day of term 

 

 Tuesday, 26
th

 April – Pre-

school re-opens 

 

 Thursday, 28
th

 April - 

Next Management 

Committee Meeting –

start time-  7:15pm 

 

 Monday, 2
nd

 May – Friday, 

6
th

 May – Mother’s Day 

Stall 

 

 Tuesday, 3
rd

 May – 

Mother’s Day Concert 

 

 Thursday, 5
th

 May – 

Mother’s Day Concert 
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Assessment and Rating Visit and National 

Quality Framework 

I wish to inform all families that we have been 

advised by the NSW Department of 

Education, Early Childhood Education and 

Care Directorate that we will be having an 

Assessment and Rating visit during the 

month of May.  Our service was assessed 

and rated back in August 2012 and issued a 

“Working Towards” rating.  It has been a very 

long time in between visits, and we are 

looking forward to selling our service, 

highlighting all the wonderful things that our 

quality pre-school offers to children and 

families.   

The next step is that we need to submit our 

Service Context form and Quality 

Improvement Plan to the Department.  These 

documents are available for any parent who 

would like to read them.   In summary the 7 

Quality Areas that the visit will focus on 

include: 

# Quality Area 1 – Educational Program and 

Practice 

# Quality Area 2 – Children’s Health and 

Safety 

# Quality Area 3 – Physical Environment 

# Quality Area 4 – Staffing Arrangements 

# Quality Area 5 – Relationships with children 

# Quality Area 6 – Collaborative partnerships 

with families and communities 

# Quality Area 7 – Leadership and Service 

Management 

The Quality Improvement Plan has included 

the following: 

 Providing increased flexibility within 

the program to offer indoor / outdoor 

play; 

 Record those spontaneous 

experiences that occur during our day; 

 A visual toileting / handwashing routine 

within children’s bathrooms; 

 More detailed, step-by-step, policies 

for Asthma, Anaphylaxis, Epilepsy and 

Diabetes; 

 Install a second entry gate into pre-

school to increase safety and security; 

 Purchasing new children and educator 

chairs within pre-school rooms; 

 Children’s bathroom to be renovated 

and enhanced; 

 Purchasing  pre-school bins that reflect 

colours used at home; 

 Provide a visual display of Certified 

Supervisor of the day for all families; 

 Place key staffing resources within 

staff room in a central place; 

 Engage children in projects to promote 

in depth, collaborative learning; 

 Children have been involved in 

establishing responsibilities to promote 

positive behaviour, respect and dignity 

for all; 

 We created Berkeley Vale Pre-school 

website; 

 We have introduced Alyce England, 

Speech Pathologist to work in our 

service each fortnight; 

 Involve children, families, educators 

and management in on-going quality 

improvement process; 

 We improved our financial 

accountability by establishing on-line 

payments 

 Educate team, management and 

families’ knowledge of National Law & 

Regulations. 

If you would like to discuss any aspect of our 

pending rating and assessment visit, or the 

Quality Improvement Plan, please do not 

hesitate to speak to a member of our team. 
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Fees and Electronic Funds Transfer 

Please ensure that all fees are up to date and 

finalised the end of term, Friday, 8th April.  

Families who pay fees via EFT are asked to 

remember to place your child’s name in the 

reference.   We thank you for your co-

operation in this regard. 

New e-mail address 

Please be aware that pre-school now has a 

new e-mail address as follows: 

admin@bvalepreschool.org.au 

We ask that you delete our old e-mail 

address and replace it with our new one. 

On behalf of our team we would like to wish 

everyone a safe and relaxing school holiday 

break and look forward to all your smiling 

faces in Term 2. 

Kind regards, 

 

 

 

 

Colleen Templeton and the Berkeley Vale 

Pre-school team 

 

GETTING TO KNOW US 

This month we’re getting to know Kathy 

Torley who works as our Administration 

Officer every Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Friday in the office. 

Tell us a little about yourself… 

Kevin and I made the Central Coast our 

home in 1982.  We have 3 terrific boys who 

all have lovely partners and now have a 

beautiful granddaughter.  I have worked at 

pre-school since 1998 and find working in an 

ever changing environment very rewarding. 

What do you do when you’re not at pre-

school? 

Spending time with and supporting my family.  

I love to sew handmade quilts, also gardening 

and cooking for my family.  Kevin and I love 

our short getaways and holidays. 

What’s your favourite meal? 

Fresh seafood. High tea is a wonderful treat!  

But really anything I haven’t had to cook is 

always yummy. 

Favourite pre-school moment? 

Working at pre-school is great and I have 

been privileged to work alongside some great 

educators and parents.  There is no particular 

moment that is a favourite but many 

memorable and happy ones!  
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